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authority of the magistrate. The majority has an
"entire control over the law when it is made and when
it is executed ; and as it possesses an equal authority
^ over those who are in power and the community at
large, it considers public officers as its passive agents,
-and readily confides the task of serving its designs to
their vigilance. The details of their office and the
privileges which they are to enjoy are rarely defined
beforehand ; but the majority treats them as a master
does his servants when they are always at work in his
sight, and he has the power of directing or reprimand-
ing them at every instant.
In general the American functionaries are far more
independent than the French civil officers within the
sphere which is prescribed to them. Sometimes, even,
they are allowed by the popular authority to exceed
those bounds ; and as they are protected by the
opinion, and backed by the co-operation, of the
majority, they venture upon such manifestations of
their power as astonish a European. By this means
habits are formed in the heart of a free country which
may some day prove fatal to its liberties.
It is in the examination of the display of public
opinion in the United States that we clearly perceive
how far the power of the majority surpasses all the
powers with which we are acquainted in Europe.
Intellectual principles exercise an influence which is
so invisible, and often so inappreciable, that they
baffle the toils of oppression. At the present time the
most absolute monarchs in Europe are unable to
prevent certain notions, which are opposed to their
authority, from circulating in secret throughout their
cTominions, and even in their courts. Such is not the
case in America ; as long as the majority is still
undecided, discussion is carried on ; but as soon as
its decision is irrevocably pronounced, a submissive